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man, and a more solid body, could not stand it,
splitting even to the core, and making a noise like the
report of a musket. Nevertheless, I occasionally
emerged from this den, fleeing the rage of the smoke
to place myself at the mercy of the cold, against
which I tried to arm myself by wrapping up in my
blanket like an Irishman; and'in this garb, seated
upon the snow or a fallen tree, I recited my Hours;
the trouble was, the snow had no more pity upon my
eyes than the smoke.

As to the dogs, which I have mentioned as one of
the discomforts of the Savages’ houses, I do not know
that I ought to blame them, for they have sometimes
rendered me good [192] service. True, they exacted
from me the same courtesy they gave, so that we
reciprocally aided each other, illustrating the idea of
mutuum auxilium. 'These poor beasts, not being able
to live outdoors, came and lay down sometimes upon
my shoulders, sometimes upon my feet, and as I only
had one blanket to serve both as covering and mat-
tress, I was not sorry for this protection, willingly
restoring to them a part of the heat which I drew
from them. It is true that, as they were large and
numerous, they occasionally crowded and annoyed
me so much, that in giving me a little heat they
robbed me of my sleep, so that I very often drove
them away. In doing this one night, there hap-
pened to me a little incident which caused some con-
fusion and laughter; for, a Savage having thrown
himself upon me while asleep, I thought it was a
dog, and finding a club at hand, I hit him, crying
out, Acké, Acké, the words they use to drive away
the dogs. My man woke up greatly astonished,
thinking that [193] all was lost; but having discov-



